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Br THE 
BOOKBINDERS of Great Britain, 
Humbly offered to the 1 HA 


CONSIDERATION of the Hynourable Houſe of Commons, 
relating to the exceſſive Duty reſolved to be laid on Mill boarde. 
boards; and before the making Mill-boards were invented, {ſmall Books were 
only Covered with Vellum, and large Books Bound with Wainſcor-boards. 

That within twenty Years luit paſt, very great Improvements have been made in the 
making Mill-boards, which liath bech very dvantageous to the Paper Manufctory; for, 
whereas formerly Mill-boards were made by Book-binders themſelves, of the Shavings 
of Paper, which is Cur off of the Edges of Books in their Binding, and which generally 
is about the Six Part of the whole Quantity of Paper in every Book: A Way hath been 
found out of late to make Mill-boards of od Cables, and other Ropes, belonging to Shipping; 
and the Shavings of Books hack. been wholly imployed in making White Paper, which hath 
largely augmented the Materials for making White Paper in England. 

That there is not now, nor bath not been for ſome Years paſt, but one Mill im 
ployed in making Mill boards; which Mill is imployed by two Book-binders of London, 
for the Uſe of themſclves, and the reſt of their Brethren in this Kingdom, who are 
ready to prove to this Honourable Houſe. chat H never did return above Six hundred 
Pound per Annum in that Commodity; and that it is Hoped this Honourable Jouſè 
will Conſider how hard it will be to lay ſo heavy a Duty on fo trifling a Commodity, 
which will be all ſunk out of the Labour of People, whoſe Trade is already ſo miſe- 
rably. reduced, that they can hardly get Bread by it, and which will raiſe ſo incon- 
ſiderable a Duty to the Crown. | 

That this Duty is exceſſively greater than any other lay'd on the Paper Trade, for- 
Inſtance : Two Reams of Courſe Brown Paper, and three Reams of Common Sort, will 
weigh one hundred Weight, which will pay but Four-pence per Ream Duty, and comes 
to but Eight-pence, or Twelve-pence per hundred Weight ; whereas Mill-boards made 
of the ſame Sort of Stuff thoſe Papers are made with, will pay fix Shillings per hundred 
Weight, which is ſixty per Cent ad valorem. "mM 0 

That as it is Impoſſible to Bind Books ſo Neat and Serviceable, as in the preſent 

Sort of Mill-boards ; Printed Books having never been Pound in any other:Paſte-boards,.. 
being utterly Unfit, and never having been made Uſe of, for that Purpoſe : It is Worthy the 
Conſideration of this Houſe, whether laving ſuch an exceſſive Duty on Mill. boards, 
which is next to a Prohibition, and will conſequently Oblige the Book- binders to make 
Boards of their own Shavings, as they did formerly, will not be a great Dammage to 
the Paper Manufactory? And, whether it can be worth the Goverament's While co ok 
after a Duty as cannot amount to above three hundred Found per Annam, though this 
exceflive Duty were laid. | EE 


HAT for above one hundred Years laſt paſt, Books have been Bound in Mill- 


Therefore it is hambly hoped, this H::curable Houſe will not Conſent that fo 
exceſſuve a Duty ſhould be laid upon Mill. boards, which will In- 
evitably do great Daum ige to the Paper Manufactory; be 4 great 
Haraſbip to all the Book-biadzrs of Great Britain; prevent the 
Neat and Serviceable Binding of Books in this Kinzdom, who are 
not at preſent Equalled by any other Nation, and which will not bring 

any Advantage to the Crows, 
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BOOK-BIN DERS 
ASONS, 
Againſt laying an exceſſive 
uty on Mill-boards. 
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